Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.152; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.1.
The zwitterionic title compound, C 16 H 12 N 2 O 3 , was obtained as a result of the condensation of 5-aminosalicylic acid and 1Hindole-3-carbaldehyde. The whole molecule is roughly planar: the 4-hydroxyanilinic group and the 1H-indole-3-carbaldehyde moieties are only slightly twisted, making a dihedral angle of 7.77 (11) , whereas, the carboxylate group makes a dihedral angle of 3.34 (45) with the parent 4-hydroxyanilinic group. S(6) ring motifs are formed due to intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding. In the crystal, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds build up pseudo-rings with R 1 2 (4), R 2 1 (7) and R 2 2 (14) ring motifs. These pseudo-dimers are further linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into a chain extending along [101] . C-HÁ Á Á interactions also occur, along with offsetinteractions between the anilinic phenyl and the heterocyclic five-membered rings with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.5716 (19) Å .
Related literature
For background to our ongoing work on the synthesis and ligand properties of Schiff bases derived from 2-hydroxy-5aminobenzoic acid, see: Tahir et al. (2010a,b) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) ; Etter (1990 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg3 is the centroid of the C10-C15 ring. Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz; (ii) x À 1; y; z À 1; (iii) x þ 1 2 ; Ày þ 1 2 ; z þ 1 2 .
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON. 
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Comment
As a part of our on going project related to synthesize various Schiff bases of 2-hydroxy-5-aminobenzoic acid and then their metal complexation (Tahir et al., 2010a,b) , we report here the title compound (I).
The title compound (I) is Zwitterion similar to 2-hydroxy-5-{[(E)-4-methoxybenzylidene]azaniumyl}benzoate (Tahir et al., 2010b) . In (I), the group A (C2-C7/N1/O3) of 5-aminosalicylic acid moiety and the 1H-indole-3-carbaldehyde moiety B (C8-C15/N2) are almost planar with r. m. s. deviations of 0.0258 and 0.0175 Å, respectively (Fig. 1 ). The dihedral angle between A/B is 7.77 (11)°. The carboxylate group C (O1/C1/O2) is oriented at a dihedral angle of 3.34 (45)° with the parent group A. The observed values of C═N and C═O are 1.298 (5) and 1.254 (4) Å, respectively compared to 1.291 (2) and 1.242 (2) Å observed in related compound (Tahir et al., 2010b) .
In the title compound S(6) ring motif (Etter, 1990; Bernstein et al., 1995) , is formed due to intramolecular H-bonding of O-H···O type (Table 1, Fig. 1 ). The N-H···O type of H-bondings build up a pseudo dimer with R 2 2 (14) ring motifs (Table 1, Fig. 2 ). The C-H···O and N-H···O types of H-bondings ( (Table 1) and offset π-π interaction between the benzene ring (C2-C7) of anilinic and heterocyclic five membered (N2/C15/C10/C9/C16) groups at a distance of 3.5716 (19) Å, with plane to plane distance of 3.25 and 3.41 Å and mean offset angle of 20.9°, play important role in stabilizing the molecules.
Experimental
Equimolar quantities of 1H-indole-3-carbaldehyde and and 5-amino-2-hydroxybenzoic acid were refluxed in methanol along with few drops of acetic acid as catalyst for 30 min resulting in orange yellow solution. The solution was kept at room temperature which affoarded orange needles after five days.
Refinement
The H-atoms were positioned geometrically (O-H = 0.82, N-H = 0.86, C-H = 0.93 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N, O). 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg3 is the centroid of the C10-C15 ring. 
